
October 4, 2023 Board of Adjustment Hearing 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2023 
5:30 PM 

  1. CALL TO ORDER  
  2. ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
  3. AGENDA APPROVAL - (Matters not specifically listed on the agenda may be added and acted upon 

with a super-majority vote of the Council members present and eligible to vote on the matter) 
  4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
  A. Minutes August 2, 2023 
  5. OLD BUSINESS  
  6. NEW BUSINESS  
  A. BOA-001187-2023 – Tru Hilton Sign Variance Request   
  B. BOA-001199-2023 – American Legion Sign Variance Request 
  7. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
  8. NEXT MEETING DATE: November 1, 2023  
 

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City Council, committee, board, panel, or agency with respect to any matter 
considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she will may need to ensure 

that a record of the verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon the appeal is to be based. 
"Persons with disabilities who require assistance to participate in this meeting are requested to notify the City Clerk’s Office 850.837.4242 at least 48 

hours in advance". 
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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  
DESTIN CITY HALL BOARDROOM 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2023 
5:30 P.M. 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

Chairman Weidenhamer called the Board of Adjustment Meeting to order at 5:30 p.m., 
on Wednesday, August 2, 2023, at Destin City Hall Boardroom.   
 
2. ROLL CALL & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

Present:   Absent:      Staff Present: 
      Tom Weidenhamer Robert Pinard  Kim Montgomery Deputy City Clerk 
      Daniella Piper   Joshua Brister  Steven O’Connor, Principal Planner 
      David Emerson     Christopher Willis, Planner 
      James Moomaw     Kyle Bauman City Attorney    
    
      3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 

Chairman Weidenhamer asked if there was a consensus on the approval of the 
agenda as presented.  With all agreeing, he announced the agenda is approved. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
 June 7, 2023 
 

Motion to approve the minutes of the June 7, 2023, meeting was made by Board 
member Emerson, with Board member Piper providing the second, the motion passed 4-0. 

 
5. NEW BUSINESS:  
 BOA-001125-2023 – Henderson Beach Villas Dumpster Pad Variance Request 

 
Mr. O'Connor explained the applicant is seeking a Variance from 7.09.02-B3, which 

relates to the setback requirements for Solid Waste collection areas in the Land Development 
Code.  As well as LDC Section 12.04.04-B, which is the requirements for landscape buffering in 
the right-of-way (ROW) and LDC Section 8.01.00-B3, which prohibits dumpsters and collection 
operations in the ROW.  He also explained that currently, their solid waste dumpster for the units 
has portions on their private property and portions within the ROW, which exceeds the approval 
from the property’s original Development Order.  He covered the required criteria set forth in the 
LDC, to meet the Variance requirements and explained in staff’s analysis of those, the request 
does not meet the requirements of a Variance therefore, staff does not recommend the Board 
granting the Variance. 

 
The City Attorney informed the applicant, Mr. Ken Wampler that he has the right to 

provide the board his view and also verified for the record that he agrees to waive reading of the 
notice into the record as well as the application.  Mr. Wampler stipulated that he does agree to 
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waiving the reading of the application and notice into the record.  He then explained the 
reasoning for moving the dumpster from its original location was because it was originally 
situated within 5-feet of the entrance to unit #1 and was a health and safety hazard for the renters 
staying in the unit.  He also spoke of meeting with staff last year to try to determine a reasonable 
location for the dumpster and how they have moved it to three different locations in an effort to 
attempt the best location for everyone including Waste Management (WM).  He agreed that the 
dumpster is in the ROW by 8-feet however, looking down Scenic Hwy. 98 majority of dumpsters 
are also in the ROW, with some within 5-feet of the road and what they are requesting would 
make theirs 20-feet from the road.  He spoke of meeting with and working on a solution with 
WM and it was determined that the current location of the paver pad and dumpster is the best 
solution he and WM came up with.  Additionally, he spoke of a meeting he had with the 
planning staff last year and when he left the meeting, it was his understanding that where they 
moved the dumpster in its current location, was agreeable with staff. 

 
Chairman Weidenhamer pointed out that per the development order, the property has two 

parking spaces per unit and with a total of 25 and feels that one could of those parking spaces 
could be used for the dumpster.  He also stated that if they would have pulled a permit for pad, 
the city would have informed him that it could not be placed in the ROW.    

 
Mr. Wampler reiterated the meeting he referred to earlier that he had with staff, and how 

when he left, he had the understanding that the city staff was agreeable and they would be able to 
keep it where they had moved it, with it being eight feet within the ROW. 

 
Board member Piper asked Mr. Wampler if he had any of his notes from that staff 

meeting.  Mr. Wampler, being unable to provide any of those notes, stated that they are not doing 
anything different than what is already out along the ROW.  Board member Piper sympathized 
with Mr. Wampler but added that in essence, the city is trying to make sure that Crystal Beach 
stays the beach community and is why the codes are put in place. 

 
Mr. O'Connor added that the dumpster locations are now required to be within the 

property and is a part of the code and Development Order for the project.  Staff feels that the 
solution is for it to be in one of the parking spaces. 

 
In looking at the site plan of the property, Board member Emerson stated that to him, he 

feels that the dumpster should be moved into space #1 so that it would be entirely within the 
space of the property and would be an easier way for WM to access the property and dumpster. 

 
Motion by Board member Emerson, seconded by Board member Piper, the 

members voted 4-0 to not approve the BOA-001125-2023 – Henderson Beach Villas 
Dumpster Pad Variance request. 
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The City Attorney informed the applicant that in accordance with Section 2.25.11 of the 
Land Development Code, he has the right to appeal the decision within 30-days of when the final 
order will be rendered to the Circuit Court.  

 

6. OTHER BUSINESS: None 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 
 
Adopted and approved this    day of      2023. 
 
             
 Tom Weidenhamer, Chairman    Kim Montgomery, Deputy City Clerk  



ITEM # 2023-7108 

 
MEETING DATE:    October 4, 2023 
BOARD/COMMITTEE:    Board of Adjustment  
TYPE OF AGENDA ITEM:    Action Item 
OUTLINE NUMBER:    6.A. 
 
TO: Board of Adjustment 
    
THRU: Lance Johnson, City Manager 

Louis Zunguze, Community Development Director 
Kimberly Kopp, City Attorney 

    
FROM: Steve O'Connor, Principal Planner 

Chris Willis, Planner 
    
DATE: September 27, 2023 
    
SUBJECT: BOA-001187-2023 – Tru Hilton Sign Variance Request   

 
 
  I.   BACKGROUND:  

REQUEST:   
This is an application for approval of a Variance Request regarding a proposed sign at 150 
Henderson Beach Rd (Parcel ID: 00-2S-22-0000-0001-A13J). The Applicant is requesting 
relief from LDC Section 16.04.00.A.3, which relates to the setbacks for ground signs. The 
proposed sign does not meet setback requirements for ground signs.   
  
Applicant: Mark Mocilan  
Location: 150 Henderson Beach Rd, Destin, FL 32541  
Size of Property: 2.56 acres  
Current Zoning: Gulf Resort Mixed Use (GRMU)  
Future Land Use Map Classification: Gulf Resort Mixed Use (GRMU)  
Comprehensive Plan Compliance: N/A  
  
Legal Notice: The legal notice for the proposed variance request was published in 
the Northwest Florida Daily News with publication dates of September 22, 
2023, and September 29, 2023.  
  
Request: The Applicant is requesting relief from LDC Section 16.04.00.A.3, which 
relates to the setbacks for ground signs. The proposed sign does not meet setback 
requirements for ground signs. The Applicant requests relief from the minimum ten-foot 
(10') setback for ground signs.   

    

AGENDA ITEM
CITY OF DESTIN – COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
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  II.  DISCUSSION:  
The Applicant is requesting to place the proposed sign ±3'10" from the front property 
line. The setback requirements for ground signs are ten feet (10') from the property line.  
  
FINDINGS:   
According to LDC Section 2.25.03(C), to authorize upon appeal such variance from the 
terms of any zoning ordinance as will not be contrary to the public interest when, owing to 
special conditions, a literal enforcement of the provisions of such ordinance would result 
in unnecessary and undue hardship. In order to authorize any variance from the terms of 
the conditions, the Board of Adjustment must find:  

  
A. That special conditions or circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land, 
structure or building involved and which are not applicable to other 
lands, structures or buildings in the same zoning district.  

  
Applicant Response:  The Applicant is requesting a 6'2" Variance from West 
Property line. The south Property line would be 16' from edge of sign. Special 
conditions exist because the City Water Dept required a pumping station at the 
original proposed location. City also required additional space for the pumping 
station for access and service of pumping station. City of Destin installed palm 
trees, park bench and garbage can. This limited the available location to current 
proposed spot, which does require a variance. Without variance sign would be in 
the Parking lot.  
  
Staff Findings: The Applicant has identified that the "City Water Department" 
installed a pumping station where the sign was originally approved. The subject 
sign permit is SIGN-010091-2022, which was issued on December 27, 
2022. However, the City of Destin does not have a water department, 
so the Applicant is actually referring to Destin Water Users. Additionally, 
the Applicant states that the City of Destin required pedestrian amenities near the 
approved sign location. The Applicant claims there are limited options because of 
the pumping station and pedestrian amenities that prevent placing the requested 
sign in an advantageous position for visibility that complies with the required 
setback of 10'. The Development Order and the sign permit accounted for the 
inclusion of both the pumping station and pedestrian 
amenities and neither are “Special Conditions” that are unique to the land.   

  
B. That special conditions and circumstances do not result from the actions of the 
Applicant.  

  
   Applicant Response: Special conditions and circumstances listed above are 

from actions of the City of Destin and not the Applicant.  
  

Staff Findings: The Applicant themselves are not directly responsible for the 
placement of the pumping station and pedestrian amenities in its current location as 
the site was developed by others but they were involved in the establishment of the 
Development Order and approvals thereof. Nonetheless, the pumping station and 
pedestrian amenities are not special conditions or circumstances unique to the land 
as identified in Paragraph ‘A’.  
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C. That granting the requested variance will not confer on the Applicant any special 
privileges denied by any zoning ordinance to other lands, buildings or structures in 
the same zoning district.  

  
Applicant Response: Granting the variance will not confer any special privilege. 
We feel that denial of the variance will hinder owner's right to have entrance 
signage that all other hotels in the district have. In fact, the proposed signage is 
smaller than other hotels in the area.  
  
Staff Findings: The Applicant has pointed out that hotels in the surrounding area 
have entrance signs. However, the Applicant has not stated why the proposed sign 
does not, nor cannot, meet the required setback requirement of 10' elsewhere on 
the property. If granted, this would give the Applicant special privileges that would 
not be given to other properties applying for sign permits in the same zoning 
district. 

 
D. That literal interpretation of the provisions of any zoning ordinance would 
deprive the Applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same 
zoning district under the terms of any zoning ordinance, and would it result in 
unnecessary and undue hardship on the Applicant.  

  
Applicant Response: As mentioned all other hotels in the area/zoning district 
enjoy proper signage needed for everyday commerce/business. Denying the 
variance would create undue hardship because there are no other possible locations 
for placement. Sign is required by corporate franchise.  

  
Staff Findings: The Applicant stated all other hotels in the zoning district enjoy 
proper signage. The other hotels either meet the LDC signage requirements or 
were granted a variance. Regardless, each variance is reviewed on a case by 
case basis, and as such previously granted variances cannot be utilized as 
justification or a criterion for granting other variances. Further, the application the 
LDC section does not deprive the applicant of rights to display a sign, it only limits 
the location, and this same regulation is applied evenly across the city.  

 
 E. That the variance granted is the minimum variance that will make possible the 
reasonable use of the land, building or structure.  

  
Applicant Response: If Variance is granted, it would still leave the signage 
on the owner's property and is the minimum variance needed. All other possible 
locations have been exhausted. This site is the only reasonable location available for 
this sign.  
  
Staff Findings: As Staff has identified in criteria C, the granting of this 
variance would confer special privileges and, therefore, is not the minimum 
variance. The Applicant has not provided evidence explaining precisely why a sign 
must go in this location versus other options such as a building sign or 
other location on the property.   
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F. That the granting of the variance will be in harmony with the general intent and 
purpose of any zoning ordinance and that such variance will not be injurious to the 
area involved or otherwise detrimental to the public welfare.  

  
Applicant Response: Granting this variance will not be injurious to anyone in the 
area. In fact, Sign Variance is needed for commercial and tourist traffic to have 
safe way finding in their traveling down Henderson Beach Road. Sign must be 
visible for traffic in time to react for turning into property safely. This is especially 
vital because of the vehicle turning off of Hwy. 98, ample time is needed for safe 
navigation.  
  
Staff Findings: Setbacks are a character-defining design element 
for neighborhoods and zoning districts. The intent and purpose of Gulf Resort 
Mixed Use (GRMU), per the City of Destin Land Development Code 
(LDC) and Comprehensive Plan, is to adhere to performance 
standards, which include LDC Section 16.04.00.A.3, relating to the setbacks for 
ground signs. The granting of this variance will not be in harmony with the general 
intent and purpose of the GRMU zoning district or Article 16 of the LDC. Further, 
the structure is approximately 1) 40' tall/4 stories and 2) more than 440ft from the 
intersection of HWY 98, providing drivers and passengers ample time and 
distance to view the building sign and slow down to observe the location of the 
structure and entrance. 

    A.   Link to Strategic Goals / Objectives: n/a 
    B.   Effect on Budget (EOB): n/a 
    C.   Level of Service (LOS): n/a 
    D.   Legislative Sponsor:   
    
  III.  CONCLUSION:  

The Applicant is seeking approval of a variance to the setbacks to place the proposed 
sign ± three feet and ten inches (3'10") from the front property line. The setback 
requirements for ground signs are ten feet (10') from the property line.   
Per Land Development Code (LDC), Section 2.25.03(C), to authorize a variance 
request, the Board of Adjustment must find that all six (6) of the aforementioned 
criteria must be satisfied. After hearing all the testimony regarding the proposed 
variance request, the Board of Adjustment must determine whether to approve or 
deny the variance request.   

  
The Board will need to determine whether the provisions of LDC 2.25.03.C have been 
met.  

    
  IV.  RECOMMENDED MOTION:  

I move to recommend the Board of Adjustment approve Variance Request BOA-001187-
2023.  
 or 
I move to recommend the Board of Adjustment approve with modifications Variance 
Request BOA-001187-2023.  
 or 
I move to recommend the Board of Adjustment deny Variance Request BOA-001187-
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2023.  
    
   Attachments: 

  
1. A. Letter of Request 
2. B. Site Plan with approved location 
3. C. Detail of approved location 
4. D. Detail of proposed location 

 



VARIANCE REQUESTED FOR TRU HILTON DESTIN

 -150 HENDERSON BEACH ROAD-


To Whom it may concern,


	 We are requesting a 6’2” Variance from West Property line. The south Property 
line would be 16’ from edge of sign. Special conditions exist because the City Water 
Dept required a pumping station at the original proposed location. City also required 
additional space for the pumping station for access and service of pumping station.

City of Destin installed palm trees, park bench and garbage can. This limited the 
available location to current proposed spot, which does require a variance. Without 
variance sign would be in the Parking lot.

	 Special conditions and circumstances listed above are from actions of the City 
of Destin and not the applicant.

	 Granting the variance will not confer any special privilege. We feel that denial of 
the variance will hinder owner’s right to have Entrance signage that all other hotel in the 
district have. In fact proposed signage is smaller than other hotels in the area.

	 As mentioned all other Hotels in the area/zoning district enjoy proper signage 
needed for everyday commerce/business. Denying the variance would would create 
undue hardship because there are no other possible locations for placement. Sign is 
required by corporate franchise. 

 	 If Variance is granted it would still leave the signage on owners property and is 
the minimum variance needed. All other possible locations have been exhausted. This 
site is the only reasonable location available for this sign.

	 Granting this variance will not be injurious to anyone in the area. In fact, Sign 
Variance is needed for commercial and tourist traffic to have safe way finding in their 
traveling down Henderson Beach Road. Sign must be visible for traffic in time to react 
for turning into property safely. This is especially vital because of the vehicle turning off 
of Hwy. 98, ample time is needed for safe navigation. 

	 Thank you very much for your consideration and time spent on this matter.


	 	 	 	 	 	 -Mark Mocilan

	 	 	 	 	 	 Mocilan and Son Signs and Electrical









ITEM # 2023-7109 

 
MEETING DATE:    October 4, 2023 
BOARD/COMMITTEE:    Board of Adjustment  
TYPE OF AGENDA ITEM:    Action Item 
OUTLINE NUMBER:    6.B. 
 
TO: Board of Adjustment 
    
THRU: Lance Johnson, City Manager 

Louis Zunguze, Community Development Director 
Kimberly Kopp, City Attorney 

    
FROM: Steve O'Connor, Principal Planner 

Chris Willis, Planner 
    
DATE: September 27, 2023 
    
SUBJECT: BOA-001199-2023 – American Legion Sign Variance Request 

 
 
  I.   BACKGROUND: This is an application for approval of a Variance Request regarding 

a proposed sign at 311 Main Street (Parcel ID: 00-2S-22-1350-001A-0040). The applicant 
is requesting relief from LDC Section 16.04.00.A.3, which relates to the setbacks for 
ground signs. The proposed sign does not meet setback requirements for ground signs. 
  
Applicant: Mark Mocilan 
Location: 311 Main Street, Destin, FL 32541 
Size of Property: 0.64 acres 
Current Zoning: Residential, Office, and Institutional – Village Residential (ROI-VR) 
Future Land Use Map Classification: Residential, Office, and Institutional (ROI) 
Comprehensive Plan Compliance: N/A 
  
Legal Notice: The legal notice for the proposed variance request was published in the 
Northwest Florida Daily News with publication dates of September 22, 2023, and 
September 29, 2023. 
  
Request: The applicant is requesting relief from LDC Section 16.04.00.A.3, which relates 
to the setbacks for ground signs. The proposed sign does not meet setback requirements for 
ground signs. The Applicant requests relief from the minimum ten-foot (10') setback for 
ground signs. 

    
  II.  DISCUSSION: The applicant is requesting to place the proposed sign ±3’ from the 

front property line. The setback requirements for ground signs are ten feet (10’) from the 

AGENDA ITEM
CITY OF DESTIN – COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
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property line. 
  
FINDINGS:  
According to LDC Section 2.25.03(C), to authorize upon appeal such variance from the 
terms of any zoning ordinance as will not be contrary to the public interest when, owing to 
special conditions, a literal enforcement of the provisions of such ordinance would result in 
unnecessary and undue hardship. In order to authorize any variance from the terms of the 
conditions, the Board of Adjustment must find: 
  
A.  That special conditions or circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land, 
structure or building involved and which are not applicable to other lands, structures 
or buildings in the same zoning district.  
 

Applicant Response:  We are requesting a 7’ variance which means the proposed 
signage would be 3’from the east property line. There are special conditions and 
circumstances due to the fact that property has very limited options for sign locations. 
The best locations for new sign has historic Tank, Memorial, and an American Flag. 
This location does require a variance. The old sign location encroaches east and north 
residential property line. 
  
Staff Findings: The Applicant identified the historic tank as the special 
circumstances existing on site, and though the tank is a unique fixture of the property 
it is not a characteristic specific to the land or property. The tank in and of itself could 
be considered an existing monument of historical significance, which prevents 
placement of the requested sign in an advantageous position for visibility that 
complies with the required setback of 10’. 

  
B. That special conditions and circumstances do not result from the actions of the 
Applicant. 
  

Applicant Response: Special conditions are not the result of actions of Applicant. 
The memorial tank has been in place for generations and can not be moved. 
  
Staff Findings: As previously mentioned, the tank can be considered a unique 
historical monument. However, the placement of the tank was a direct result of the 
property owner at one point in time and therefore is a direct result of the applicant’s 
action. 

  
C.That granting the requested variance will not confer on the Applicant any special 
privileges denied by any zoning ordinance to other lands, buildings or structures in 
the same zoning district. 
  

Applicant Response: All other organizations in the area are afforded a nice sign that 
displays their brand and is visible to the public. The American Legion is requesting a 
sign to display their patriotism and community-based events. Old signs are 
dilapidated and falling apart, not to mention barely visible to the public. Since being 
built, there are new technologies that have been implemented in the community. 
  
Staff Findings: The applicant has pointed out that organizations in the surrounding 
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area have upgraded their signs. The condition and quality of signs located on 
surrounding properties are not a criterion when evaluating special privileges, nor a 
criterion for granting a variance. 

  
D.  That literal interpretation of the provisions of any zoning ordinance would deprive 
the Applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning 
district under the terms of any zoning ordinance, and would it result in unnecessary 
and undue hardship on the Applicant. 
  

Applicant Response: Denying the variance would create unnecessary hardship on 
the applicant. Other properties and organizations enjoy new technology and updated 
signage that is visible to the public and is representative of all the community 
outreach they provide. 
  
Staff Findings: The utilization of signage or other technologies on other properties is 
not a criterion for approval. The signage referred to is likely compliant with the LDC 
or has been granted a variance based on the evidence provided for that property. 
Regardless, each variance is reviewed on a case by case basis, and as such, previously 
granted variances cannot be utilized as justification or a criterion for granting other 
variances. Further, the LDC section does not deprive the applicant of rights to display 
a sign, it only limits the location, and this same regulation is applied evenly across the 
city. 

  
E. That the variance granted is the minimum variance that will make possible the 
reasonable use of the land, building or structure. 
  

Applicant Response: Variance requested is the minimum needed for proper display 
of sign due to the layout of property, parking lot and memorials. 
  
Staff Findings: As Staff has identified in criteria C, the granting of this variance 
would confer special privileges and, therefore, is not the minimum variance. The 
Applicant has not provided evidence explaining precisely why a sign must go in this 
location versus other options such as a building sign or other location on the property. 

  
F.   That the granting of the variance will be in harmony with the general intent and 
purpose of any zoning ordinance and that such variance will not be injurious to the 
area involved or otherwise detrimental to the public welfare. 
  

Applicant Response: Granting variance is in harmony to beautify the community 
and update historical landmark. Using the old signage and location would be 
detrimental to the American Legion and the community. 
  
Staff Findings: Setbacks are a character-defining design element for neighborhoods 
and zoning districts. The intent and purpose of Residential, Office, and Institutional – 
Village Residential (ROI-VR), per the City of Destin Land Development Code 
(LDC) and Comprehensive Plan, is to adhere to performance standards which 
includes LDC Section 16.04.00.A.3, which relates to the setbacks for ground signs. 
The granting of this variance will not be in harmony with the general intent and 
purpose of the ROI-VR zoning district or Article 16 of the LDC. 
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    A.   Link to Strategic Goals / Objectives: n/a 
    B.   Effect on Budget (EOB): n/a 
    C.   Level of Service (LOS): n/a 
    D.   Legislative Sponsor:   
    
  III.  CONCLUSION: The applicant is seeking approval of a variance to the setbacks to 

place the proposed sign ± three feet (3’) from the front property line. The setback 
requirements for ground signs are ten feet (10’) from the property line. 
 
Per Land Development Code (LDC), Section 2.25.03(C), to authorize a variance request, 
the Board of Adjustment must find that all six (6) of the aforementioned criteria must be 
satisfied. After hearing all the testimony regarding the proposed variance request, the Board 
of Adjustment must determine whether to approve or deny the variance request. 
 

The Board will need to determine whether the provisions of LDC 2.25.03.C have been 
met. 

    
  IV.  RECOMMENDED MOTION:  

I move to recommend the Board of Adjustment approve Variance Request BOA-001199-
2023 
OR 
I move to recommend the Board of Adjustment approve with modifications Variance 
Request BOA-001199-2023 
OR 
I move to recommend the Board of Adjustment deny Variance Request BOA-001199-2023. 

    
   Attachments: 

  
1. 1. Site Plan 
2. 2. Letter of Request 
3. 3. Agent Affidavit 
4. 4. Warranty Deed 

 





VARIANCE REQUESTED FOR DESTIN AMERICAN LEGION

 -311 MAIN STREET, DESTIN FL-


To Whom it may concern,


	 We are requesting a 7’ variance which means the proposed signage would be 3’ 
from the east property line. There are special conditions and circumstances due to the 
fact property has very limited  options for sign locations. The best locations for new 
sign has historic Tank, Memorial, and an American Flag. This location does require a 
variance. The old sign location encroaches east and north residential property line.

	 Special conditions is not the result from actions of Applicant. The memorial tank 
has been in place for generations and can not be moved.

	 All other organizations in the area are afforded a nice sign that displays their 
brand and is visible to the public. American Legion is requesting a sign to display  their 
patriotism and community based events. Destin American Legion has agreed to let city 
use message center for community messages/ events just like the community garden 
behind American Legion building. This allows the community to be involved. Old sign is 
dilapidated and falling apart, not to mention barely visible to the public. Since being 
built there are new technologies that have been implemented in the community that 
hold up better under strong. New signage will be up to date with 2023 codes. The 
proposed sign will be partially over the tank airspace and will provide maximum 
viewing.

	 Denying the variance would create unnecessary hardship on the applicant. 
Other properties and organizations enjoy new technology and updated signage that is 
visible to the public and is representative of all the community outreach they provide.

	 Variance requested is the minimum needed for proper display of sign due to the 
layout of property, parking lot and memorials present.

	 Granting the variance is in harmony to beautify the community and update 
historical landmark. Using the old signage and location would be detrimental to the 
American Legion and the community. Many Destin citizens have rallied together to 
raise money for this beautiful new sign.

	 Thank you very much for your time and consideration.


	 	 	 	 	 	 -Mark Mocilan

	 	 	 	 	 	 Mocilan and Son Signs and Electrical
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