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ARTICLE 8 — SIGN REGULATIONS
SECTION 8.01 PURPOSE AND INTENT

SECTION 8.01.01 PURPOSE AND INTENT

The purpose of this Article is to provide the minimum control of signs necessary to promote the health,
safety, general and economic welfare of the public. This Article intends to lessen hazards and conflicts
to pedestrians and vehicular traffic, preserve property values and community character, and prevent
unsightly and detrimental development that would detract from the tourist resort appeal of the
community. Further, it is the intention of these regulations to prevent and mitigate economic decline
and blight by preventing signs from reaching such excessive size or numbers that they obscure one
another to the detriment of all concerned by using certain fundamentals of design that strengthen the
community's economic base and preserve the right of free speech. This Article regulates signs in a
content-neutral manner and is intended to regulate the time, place, and manner of signage, not the
content of speech.

SECTION 8.02 GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 8.02.07 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

A. No sign, whether permanent or temporary, shall be allowed within any right-of-way (ROW),
including but not limited to the foundation, sign supports, or any portion of the sign face or leading
edge.

1. Exceptions: Signs required for public safety, traffic control, construction activity, or other similar
hazards, approved by the City, state, or other federal agency, meant to alert, direct, or warn
drivers, cyclists, pedestrians, or other users of the ROW.

2. Other explicit allowances per this Article.

B. It shall be unlawful to erect or construct, or cause to be erected or constructed, maintain or cause
to be maintained, any sign not expressly authorized and permitted by, or exempted from, these
regulations.

C. These sign regulations are intended to complement the requirements of the Florida building and
electrical codes, and the requirements of the City. Wherever there is inconsistency between these
regulations and the Florida Building Code (FBC), the FBC shall apply.

D. Compliance with the requirements of these regulations shall not constitute a defense to an action
brought to abate a nuisance under the common law.

E. All signs, including their supports, braces, guys and anchors, electrical parts and lighting fixtures,
and all painted and display areas, shall be maintained in accordance with this Article and the
building and electrical codes of the City, and no rubbish or debris that would constitute a fire or
health hazard shall be permitted under or near the sign.

F. All permanent signs, and the illumination thereof, shall be designed, constructed, and maintained
in conformity with applicable provisions of the building code and electrical codes of the City.

SECTION 8.02.02 PERMITS REQUIRED

A. No person shall erect, construct, alter, repair, or relocate any sign that requires a permit without
first obtaining a building permit for such work from the City, unless exempt per Section 8.06 Exempt
Signs or otherwise expressly exempted per this Article.
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B. No permit shall be issued until the City determines that such work is in accordance with the
requirements contained in this ordinance, and such work will not violate any building, electrical or
other adopted codes of the City.

C. Allrequired building or sign permit applications shall be submitted to the Community Development
Department for review.

D. The application shall contain all the information required for a proper review of the proposed sign,
and includes but is not limited to the documents required below and shall be accompanied by the
required permit fee.

Agent Affidavit
Site Plan

Sign renderings

Square footage calculations of signs and facade, if applicable

Total number of signs

Electrical plans if applicable

Any previously approved and valid agreements for signage

8. Other documents deemed necessary by the Community Development Director or designee.

SECTION 8.02.03 ILLUMINATION STANDARDS
A. Sign lighting may not be designed or located to cause confusion with traffic lights.
B. Illumination shall comply with any applicable lighting and/or glare regulations located within Article
6 of this Code.
C. llluminated signs shall not have lighting mechanisms that project more than 18 inches
perpendicularly from any surface of the sign over public space.
D. All sign lighting shall be continuous lighting and shall not have any lighting element that flashes,
flickers, fades, or other similar non continuous lighting scheme.
SECTION 8.02.04 PLACEMENT AND CLEARANCE STANDARDS
A. Near Street and Driveway Intersections
1. Signs located near street and driveway intersections shall meet all standards of the latest edition
of the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO)
Greenbook.
B. In or Over Public or Private Right-of-Way
1. Signs shall not be placed in, upon, or project over a public or private ROW or easement, except
as allowed by this Article in specific situations.
C. Blocking Emergency Access
1. No sign or sign structure shall be erected that impedes use of any fire escape, emergency exit
or standpipe, or any other emergency ingress or egress.
D. Relationship to Building Features
1. A building sign shall not extend more than six inches (6") beyond any edge of the surface to
which it is attached, nor disrupt a major architectural feature of the building.
E. Maximum Projection
1. A projecting building sign that is oriented perpendicularly to the building facade may extend
no more than four feet perpendicularly from the surface to which it is attached.

No VA wWN =

Created: 2026-02-19 ©9:00:30 [EST]
(Supp. No. 33)

Page 3 of 23



SECTION 8.03 PERMITTED PERMANENT SIGNS

SECTION 8.03.01 GENERAL PROVISIONS
A. All permanent signs require a permit unless expressly exempted by this Article.
B. The sign face area of any non-conforming sign located on the premises shall be included for
purposes of determining the maximum allowable building or free-standing sign face area.
C. Allsignage shall be constructed of material that is rigid or in a manner that it is permanently affixed
to a rigid material, in the case of a vinyl wrap, and shall not require tie downs.
1. The intent of this section is to prevent permanent signs that are made in a banner material or
style or tied down or wrapped around a permanent sign structure.
D. Free Standing or Ground Signs
1. Multiple street frontages: Any premises with multiple street frontages may allocate its total
allowable ground sign face area among its permitted ground signs on any street frontage,
provided each street frontage is allowed only one ground sign which shall not exceed a
maximum square foot allowed per the appropriate district as identified in Table 8.03-1.

SECTION 8.03.02 PERMANENT SIGN CLASSIFICATIONS AND TYPES
A. The following permanent sign classifications are adopted by the City of Destin to regulate signage
within the jurisdiction of the city limits.

1. Permanent Commercial - a sign that is constructed or used for ninety-one (91) days or more,
and utilizes any writing, graphic or pictorial presentation, number, illustration, or decoration,
which promotes, advertises, or attracts attention to any type of commerce or non-ideological
message.

2. Permanent Non-Commercial - a sign that is constructed or used for ninety-one (91) days or
more, and utilizes any writing, graphic or pictorial presentation, number, illustration, or
decoration, which promotes an ideal, belief, or other thought.

B. The following types of signs are allowed as designated in this Article.

1. Attached, i.e., a "building sign” or a sign that is attached to a structure that is occupiable or
useable.

2. Free Standing, i.e., a "ground sign” that is independent of another structure.

C. Digital Signs

1. Digital signage may be permitted as part of the property’s allowable sign square footage,
providing that the digital portion of the sign does not exceed thirty (30) square feet.

2. All digital signage shall comply with all applicable regulations within this Code, including but
not limited to glare, lighting, and display regulations.
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SECTION 8.03.03. PERMANENT SIGN ALLOWANCES

Table 8.03-1 Sign Dimension Allowance
Permanent Commercial Permanent Non-Commercial
Free Standing Attached Free Standing Attached
Residential Districts
Total sq. ft. Permanent 32 sq. ft.
Mayx individual Sign sq. ft. See Section Commercial Signage 16 sq. ft.
Max Height 8.03.04.F. is not allowed in any 12’/Footnote 1 Footnote 1
Front Setbacks Re5|dent|al District.
sq. ft. /
Totalsq. ft See Table 8.03-2 Footnote 283 b so.ft. Footnote 283
Max individual Sign sq. ft. 100 sq. ft. 10 sq. ft.
Max Height 12'/Footnote 1 Footnote 1 12'/Footnote 1 Footnote 1
Front Setbacks 10 10
Total sq. ft. Footnote 2 &3 60 sq. ft. Footnote 2 & 3
Max individual Sign sq. ft. 2ee Table 803-2 100 sq. ft. 10 sq. ft. 15 sq. ft.
Max Height 12'/ Footnote 1 Footnote 1 12'/Footnote 1 Footnote 1
Front Setbacks 10' / Footnote 4 N/A 10" N/A
Waterfront Sign See Table 8.03-2 N/A See Table 8.03-2 N/A
CTS, IN, INST, A Districts
Total sq. ft. Footnote 2 & 3 150 sq. ft. Footnote 2 & 3
Max individual Sign sq. ft. 2ee Table 8.03-2 100 sq. ft. 10 sq. ft. 15 sq. ft.
Max Height 12'/Footnote 1 Footnote 1 12’/Footnote 1 Footnote 1
Front Setbacks 10"
Total sq. ft. 60 sg. ft. L .
Max individual Sign sq. ft. 60 sq. ft. —QJ_Permanent Non—comm.eraal slgnage IS.nOt
- ; allowed in the Recreation or Conservation
Max Height 12'/Footnote 1 Footnote 1 Districts.
Front Setbacks 10 N/A -

Note: Multiple individual signs (not exceeding the max. individual sign area) may be used to achieve the maximum sign area (square
footage) outlined above.

1. In no case shall a sign protrude above the roofline, cornice line, parapet, or the highest point
of a facade of any structure, whichever is lower.

2. Single-occupancy Building: Fifteen percent (15%) of the facade not to exceed 150 sq. ft.

3. Multi-occupancy Building: Fifteen percent (15%) of the lease space/unit facade, not to exceed
150 sq. ft. in the aggregate, whichever is less. All occupants or units shall have a right to a
minimum of 25 sq. ft. of signage.

4. Signs shall be set back ten feet from all property lines. However, if the property is located
along U.S. Highway 98 in the South Harbor Mixed Use or North Harbor Mixed Use districts, the
sign support structure shall be set back ten feet from the front property line, and the sign face
area may extend into the setback area by four feet. In no instance may a sign impede the sight
vision triangle, clear vision triangle, or pedestrian and/or vehicular movement/access.
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Table 8.03-2 Supplemental Free Standing or Ground Sign Allowance
Face square footage 1 sq. ft. per linear foot of street frontage not to exceed 150
L h ' of .
All Number of signs per ess than 500 of street 1 sign
o frontage
Districts street frontage - :
500’ or more 2 signs
Sign spacing Minimum of 150’ within the same property
SHMU Number of signs 1 sign fronting the Destin Harbor per property
Waterfront i .
= .e — Sign face square 0.5 sq. ft./linear foot of water frontage, not to exceed 80 sq. ft.
signs footage
SECTION 8.03.04 SPECIAL SIGNS

A. Lifequard Station Signs

1.

Each lifequard station may display one sign of not more than nine (9) square feet.

a. These signs do not require a sign permit.

B. Utility Signs:

1.

Signs placed by public utilities on or near the location of underground utility lines and facilities,

high voltage lines and facilities, and other utility facilities and appurtenances shall be permitted

not to exceed three (3) feet in height, and four (4) square feet in area.

a. These signs do not require a sign permit.
b. This section does not apply to buried utility line markers.

C. Public Traffic Controls Signs

1. These signs do not require a sign permit when placed by or required by the governing authority

with jurisdictional authority.

D. Sign

s placed on public/private right-of-ways or accessways shall meet the standards and minimums

outlined in the MUTCD.

1. These signs do not require a sign permit.

E. Off-street Directional Signage

1.

For public safety purposes, a maximum of one (1), four (4) square foot sign may be placed per

access point of a property with multiple accesses to enhance traffic flow and shall:

a. Not contain any branding, logos, or other commercially identifiable features.
b. Not count towards any square footage limitation of ground signs.
¢. Be no closer than five feet (5) to the property boundary.
2. The signs shall require a sign permit to review for compliance with setbacks and the criteria

listed above.
F. Residential Commercial Signs

1. Inresidential districts a free-standing sign may be permitted if the following criteria are met.

a. Time: A permanent sign
b. Place:

i Located on common property owned by the homeowners, property, or condominium,
or other owners association or group at the entrance to a residential development.
ii. Setback a minimum ten feet (10") from the ROW/property line.

c. Manner: not to exceed sixty (60) square feet and no taller than twelve feet (12) high as

measured from grade.

(Supp. No. 33)
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SECTION 8.04 PERMITTED TEMPORARY SIGNS

SECTION 8.04.01 GENERAL PROVISIONS
A. Temporary signs may not require a permit from the City, if they satisfy the restrictions imposed by
this section and other relevant parts of this Article.
1. The City Manager or designee may require a temporary sign permit review and regulations that
pertain to permanent signage based on potential or real community impact of the signage.
B. A temporary sign may:
1. Be alight source, such as a search light or laser, if approved in conjunction with a special event
permit and shall have a letter of approval from the Eglin Air Force Base commander or designee.
2. A temporary sign other than a light source must be:
a. Constructed of rigid material; and

b. Secured at all corners or edges to prevent wave action or from moving due to wind forces.
3. Not be an electric/digital sign.
C. Any temporary sign not complying with the requirements of this section is illegal and subject to
immediate removal.

SECTION 8.04.02 TEMPORARY SIGN CLASSIFICATION AND TYPES
A. The following temporary sign classifications are adopted by the City of Destin to regulate signage
within the jurisdiction of the city limits.

1. Temporary Commercial - a sign that is not constructed in a manner as to be permanent and
shall not be used for more than ninety (90) days, whether consecutively or not within a
calendar year, and utilizes any writing, graphic or pictorial presentation, number, illustration,
or decoration, which promotes, advertises, or attracts attention to any type of commerce.

2. Temporary Non-Commercial - a sign that is not constructed in a manner as to be permanent
and shall not be used for more than ninety (90) days, whether consecutively or not within a
calendar year, and utilizes any writing, graphic or pictorial presentation, number, illustration,
or decoration, which promotes an ideal, belief, or other thought.

B. The following types of signs are allowed as designated in this Article.

1. Attached, i.e., a "building sign” or a sign that is attached to a structure that is occupiable by or
useable.

2. Free Standing, i.e., a "ground sign” that is independent of another structure.

SECTION 8.04.03 TEMPORARY SIGN ALLOWANCES
Table 8.04-1 Temporary Sign Dimension Allowance

Temporary Commercial Temporary Non-Commercial
Free Standing Attached Free Standing Attached
Residential Districts
Total sq. ft. 12 sq. ft. 12 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft.
Max. Individual Sign sq. ft. 6 sq. ft. 6 sq. ft. 16 sq. ft. 16 sq. ft.
Max. Height 6 Footnote 1 6 Footnote 1
Front Setbacks 10 N/A 10 N/A

Total sq. ft.

Mixed Use Districts

12 sq. ft.

12 sq. ft.

32 sq. ft.

32 sq. ft.
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Max. Individual Sign sq. ft. 12 sq. ft. 12 sq. ft. 16 sq. ft. 16 sq. ft.
Max. Height 8 Footnote 1 6 Footnote 1
Front Setbacks 10 N/A 10 N/A
 SHMU&NHMUDistict
Total sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft.
Max. Individual Sign sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 16 sq. ft. 16 sq. ft.
Max. Height 8 Footnote 1 6 Footnote 1
Front Setbacks 10 N/A 10 N/A
Waterfront Sign Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited Prohibited
CG, CTS, IN, INST, A Districts
Total sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft.
Max. Individual Sign sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 16 sq. ft. 16 sq. ft.
Max. Height 8 Footnote 1 6 Footnote 1
Front Setbacks 10 N/A 10 N/A
REC & CON Districts
Total sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. Temporary non-commercial
Max. individual Sign sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. signage is not allowed in the
Max. Height 8 Footnote 1 Recreation or Conservation
Front Setbacks 10' N/A Districts.
ultiple individual signs (not exceeding the max. individual sign area) may be used to achieve the

maximum sign area (square footage) outlined above.

1. In no case shall a sign protrude above the roofline, cornice line, parapet, or the
highest point of a facade of any structure, whichever is lower.

SECTION 8.04.04 TEMPORARY EVENT SIGNAGE
A. During a special event, temporary signage, whether free-standing or attached, may be allowed
according to the following regulations and Table 8.04-2
B. Commercial Special Event Signage
1. All commercial special events proposing to utilize temporary signage shall apply for a special
event sign permit.
2. All commercial special event sign permits are valid for no more than 40 calendar days a year

per event.
3. No property may have more than two (2) special event sign permits issued within any

calendar year.
4. Signage shall not go up earlier than thirty (30) days prior to the event start date.
5. Signage shall be removed no later than ten (10) days after the first day of the event.
C. Non-Commercial Special Event Signage
1. No non-commercial special event requires a special event sign permit.
2. Signage shall not go up earlier than thirty (30) days prior to the event start date.
3. Signage shall be removed no later than ten (10) days after the conclusion of the event.

Temporary Commercial Event Temporary Non-Commercial Event
Total sq. ft. 100 sq. ft. 100 sq. ft.
Max individual Sign sq. 10sq. ft. 10 sq. ft.
ft.
Max Height See Table 8.04-1 See Table 8.04-1
Front Setbacks
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(square footage) outlined above.

SECTION 8.05 MEASUREMENT DETERMINATIONS

SECTION 8.05.01 SIGN FACE AREA

A.

\{1

The sign face area of a sign shall be measured as the area enclosed by straight lines drawn to the

extremities of the letters, numbers, recognizable symbols, trademarks, or brands. (See Figure 8.04-

3 Sign Measurements)

Special Situations:

1.

Where a sign is composed of letters, pictures, symbols, or logos attached directly to a facade,
window, door or marquee, and the letters, pictures, symbols, or logos are not enclosed by a
border or trimming, the sign face area shall be the area within the smallest square or rectangle,
the sides of which touch the extreme points of any letters, pictures, symbols, or logos.

Where two sign face areas are placed back-to-back on a single sign structure, and the faces are

at no point more than four feet apart, the area of the sign shall be counted as the area of one

of the faces.

Where four sign face areas are arranged in a square, rectangle or diamond, the area of the sign

shall be the area of the two largest faces. Where a sign is in the form of a three-dimensional

object, the area shall be determined by drawing a square or rectangle, the sides of which touch

the extreme point or edges of the projected image of the sign and multiplying that area by

two. The "projected image" is that image created by tracing the largest possible two-

dimensional outline of the sign. See Figure 8.04.-3 below.

)(1

X

{ CITY OF DESTIN

‘X’ x 'Y’ = square footage of sign face
(X' x Y1) used if using both elements as one (1) sign per 8.05.01.A

Figure 8.04-3 - Sign Measurements

(Supp. No. 33)
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SECTION 8.06 EXEMPT SIGNS

SECTION 8.06.01 EXEMPT SIGN TYPES

A. The following signs are exempt from the permitting requirements of this Code provided they still

meet_all other applicable Code requirements and provided further they are not placed or

constructed to create an immediate threat to the public health, safety, or welfare:

1. Address numbering for properties or buildings provided they meet Fire and building codes.

2. Signs of two square feet or less provided that such sign, or combination of signs, do not
constitute a sign prohibited by this Article.

3. Signs less than three square feet when required by any local state or federal law or regulation.
Holiday lights and decorations.

5. Signs authorized by statute or ordinance when erected on public property by governmental
agencies that have jurisdiction.

6. Legal notices or official instruments when required by law.

7. One sign or tablet per building, of four-square feet or less when cut into any masonry surface
or when constructed of bronze or other incombustible materials and attached to the surface of
a building.

8. Signs incorporated into machinery, material, or equipment by a manufacturer.

9. Signs carried by a person not exceeding six (6) square feet.

10. Temporary signs as permitted by this Article.

11. Standards of political, religious, governmental, or other jurisdictional authority provided these
do not contain any commercial speech. These are commonly referred to as “flags.”

SECTION 8.07 PROHIBITED SIGNS

SECTION 8.07.01 PROHIBITED SIGN TYPES

The following signs are expressly prohibited:

A
B.

m

Signs that are in violation of the Florida building or electrical code.

Any sign declared by the City Manager or designee to be an immediate threat to the public health,

safety, and welfare by reason of an unsafe condition.

Signs that obstruct the vision of pedestrians, cyclists or motorists traveling on or entering public

streets or signs within the clear visibility triangle per LDC Section 6.02.03.

Signs tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued, or otherwise attached to trees, utility poles or fences.

Signs in any public ROW not

1. Authorized by governing municipality

2. Required by any municipality or government agency

3. Required for public safety or traffic control

Signs that emit audible sound, odor, or visible matter such as smoke or steam.

Flashing lights or signs with lights or illumination that flash, move, rotate, scintillate, blink, flicker,

or vary in intensity or color; provided that this paragraph shall not prohibit a sign with a fixed or

changing display composed of a series of lights that may be changed through electronic means,

provided further that said display may not change more than once every fifteen (15) seconds.
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H. Strings of light bulbs regardless of how mounted when used on premises with a commercial land
use classification other than traditional holiday decorations and strings of lights used to enhance

landscaping.

[.  Wind signs.
1. Standards, colors, or ensigns as exempted in Section 8.06.01 are not included in this prohibition.

Signs that inflate or are inflatable.

Signs that incorporate projected images,

Signs that emit sound that is intended to attract attention,

Signs that involve the use of live animals.

Signs with visible moving, revolving, or rotating parts or visible mechanical movement of any

description or other apparent visible movement achieved by electrical, or mechanical means, except

for traditional barber poles.

O. Signs with optical illusion of movement by means of a design that presents a pattern capable of
giving the illusion of motion.

P. Portable signs.

Q. Abandoned or discontinued signs. In determining whether a sign is abandoned or discontinued,

the following criteria shall be considered:

1. Whether the sign identifies correct directions to, location of, or description of the goods or
services available on the premises where the sign is located.

2. The existence or absence of a current local business tax receipt for the premises where the sign

zzr A

is located.

3. Whether utility service is being provided to the premises where the sign is located; the use of
the premises where the sign is located.
The condition of the sign.

5. Whether ad valorem property taxes have been paid on the premises where the sign is located
or on the sign itself.

6. Any other facts or circumstances which would indicate whether the owner of the sign has
intentionally or voluntarily relinquished further use of the sign.

R. Signs or sign structures that interfere in any way with free use of any fire escape, emergency exit,
or standpipe, or that obstruct any window to such an extent that the light or ventilation is reduced
to a point below that required by any provision of this Code or other ordinances of the City.

S. Signs that resemble any official sign or marker erected by any governmental agency, or that by
reason of position, shape, or color, would conflict with the proper functioning of any traffic sign or
signal, or be of a size, location, movement, content, color, or illumination that may be confused
with or construed as, or conceal, a traffic control device.

T. Signs that are of such intensity or brilliance as to cause glare or impair the vision of any motorist,
cyclist, or pedestrian using or entering a public way, or that are a hazard or a nuisance to occupants
of any property because of glare or other characteristics.

U. Signs that are painted, pasted, or printed on any curbstone, flagstone, pavement, or any portion of
any sidewalk or street, except house numbers and traffic control signs.

V. Signs placed upon benches, bus shelters or waste receptacles, except as may be authorized in
writing pursuant to F.S. § 337.407.
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W. Signs erected over or across any public street except as may otherwise be expressly authorized by
this Code.

X.  Vehicle signs.
Y. Obscene signs.

Z. Roof signs.
AA. Off-premises signs.

SECTION 8.07.02 REMOVAL AND ATTRITION

1. All nonconforming digital/electronic signage will be granted ten (10) years to remain, as of
the adoption date of this code. After this period, if the nonconforming digital/electronic sign
has not been removed, it shall be removed at the owner’s expense.

a. If the sign is not removed after an appropriate amount of time as determined by Code
Compliance, further compliance action shall be taken to include daily fines until the
removal of the sign is completed.

2. When a Change of Use or Development Order application is submitted for a property in
which a legal nonconforming on-premises sign is located, said sign shall be considered an
illegal sign and shall be removed immediately, at the expense of the new owner, prior to the
approval of the application.
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EXHIBIT A
City of Destin, FL
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